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 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1  Spring 2 Summer 1  Summer 2 

Year 5 Topics 
(ILP Focus) 

Allotment 
 (Geography) 
 

Off with her Head 
(History) 

Alchemy Island 
(Science) 

Princes, Peasants 
and Pestilence 
(History) 

Star Gazer – 
(Science) 

Pharaohs  
(Geography)  

History / 
Geography 

What is an allotment? 
Maps (local) symbols 
Climate and farming in 
UK and USA 
 

The Tudor timeline 
Comparing Tudor 
houses (rich / 
poor) 
Henry’s six Wives 
Reformation of the 
Church 
Trial of Anne 
Boleyn 
 

Map reading, using 
coordinates. 
Human and 
physical features of 
the Island 
 
 
 
 

History of the 
Plague 
Origins of the Black 
death 
Plague doctors 
London during the 
Plague 

Locating physical 
features 
1960s Space Race 
 

Tutankhamun’s tomb 
Where is Egypt? 
Development of a 
civilisation 
Everyday life – the 
importance of the Nile 
Famous Pharaohs 
Job descriptions of 
ancient Egypt 
The afterlife and 
Transformation   spells 

Writing across 
the curriculum 

Mud maid, The Giant 
stories 
Narrative writing 
Allotment Fact files  
Stories form other 
cultures – Mai -Ling 

Riddles,  
Biography, 
narrative, 
Newspaper 
Man, on the Moon 
Narrative 
Describing a scene – 
improving cohesion 

Alchemists riddle, - 
vocabulary work. 
The Alchemist’s 
letter  
VIPERS questions 
Fantasy island 
descriptions 
Gold Non-
chronological 
reports 
 

Medieval Poetry 
Write an ancient 
journal 
Non- fiction 
instructions  
Persuasive speeches 

Mnemonics 
Order of the 
planets 
Moon inspired 
myths 
Gravity rap 
1st man on the 
moon report / 
journalistic 
writing 

Chronological reports: 
ancient Egyptians 
Non-fiction:  
explanation texts 

Science Plant reproduction and 
life cycles (mammals, 
amphibians, insects and 
birds. Working 
scientifically 
 
 

Forces – discrete 
Label forces in 
action 
Gravity – Isaac 
Newton / Galilei 
Air resistance 
(parachute) 
Water resistance  
(objects in water) 

Properties and 
changes of 
materials: Working 
scientifically 

Plant reproduction 
and life cycles 
(mammals, 
amphibians, insects 
and birds. 
Bacterial growth 
and disease  
 

Earth and Space:  
Solar system 
facts 
Day and night 
Investigating 
gravity 
Galileo Galilei 
working 
scientifically 

No Science focus for 
this term. 
Curriculum driver - 
Geography 

PE Gym 
Athletics 

Striking and Fielding 
Swimming 
(Survival) 

Outdoor Education 
Invasion Games/tag 
 

Outdoor education 
Swimming 

Gym unit - flight 
 

Striking and fielding  
Swimming 
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Art Sketching 
Georgia O’Keeffe 
Botanical drawings 
Enlarging flowers 
Using chalk and pastilles  

Portraits 
Sketching Tudor 
houses 
Understanding 
Tudor fashions 
 

Portals and fantasy 
landscapes 

Shield Designs Phases of the 
moon 
Moonscapes 

Tomb artefacts 
Creating memes 
Making jars and 
containers 
Egyptian Hieroglyphs 

DT Seasonal fruit  / 
vegetables 
Healthy snack 

Tudor roses 
3D Modelling Tudor 
Houses 

Make a volcano 
(science link)  
Electrical circuits 
Design board game 

Printing Textiles Selecting 
materials, design 
research 
Space craft 
Rocket launch 

Building a pyramid 

Music Living on a prayer 
Famous rock pieces – 
singing and playing 
instruments collectively 

BBC Ten Pieces 
Trailblazers 
Hans Zimmer focus 
on his film music 
playing instruments 
in different ways 

Make you feel my 
love 
Famous ballads. 
Learn to sing the 
song ‘Make you feel 
my love’ and play 
along with 
instruments 

Fresh Prince of Bel 
Air Famous raps. 
Write a rap and 
compose a beat to 
perform 

Ukuleles  
Learning to play 
a Ukulele by 
practising simple 
chords to play 
songs. 

Dancing in the street.  
A focus on the song 
‘Dancing in the street’ 
learn the lyrics and 
sing and play along on 
the recorder and other 
instruments. 

Computing Calculating food miles Know how to be 
safe online (anti-
bullying week) 

Scratch – maze 
game 
 

No Computing focus 
for this term 
Curriculum driver -
History 

Green screen 
News report from 
space 

No Computing focus for 
this term  
Curriculum driver -
Geography 
 

RE Hinduism 
Festival Holi 
Favourite colour and how 
it represents your 
personality 

Sikhism  
5Ks. What are your 
golden rules to live 
by? 
Holy book - Story 
of how Guru 
Granth Sahib was 
made. 
How does jealousy 
effect how we 
behave? 

Judaism 
Passover festival 
Special meal with 
meaning. Share 
food that has a 
special memory. Ask 
children to match 
the food to the 
memory.  
What are the 10 
plagues of Egypt? 

Christianity 
Pentecost 
Lead to Easter 
What does 
community mean to 
you?  
Design your ideal 
community 

Islam 
Ramadan and 
Eid 
What does 
gratitude mean? 
How do we show 
gratitude? 
Go without 
challenge 

Buddhism 
Celebrating Dharma day 
How do we share 
compassion?  
Design a school of 
compassion 

PSHE - 
Jigsaw 

Being me in my world. 
What makes a perfect 
school? 

Celebrating 
differences 
Anti-bullying week 

Dreams and goals 
New year’s 
resolutions 

Healthy Me 
How to make a 
healthy choice for a 

Relationships  
Staying safe 
online. Getting on 

Changing Me 
Self and body image 
Puberty 
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School charter  Behaviour 
charter 
Teacher pledge 

What do children 
need to lean well? 
Rights of a child 

Targets for the year 
ahead. 

healthy lifestyle and 
understand why 
that is important.  

and falling out. 
Understanding 
feelings and 
changes in 
emotions as we 
grow up.  

Looking ahead to Year 
6 

Engage/Trips Lost Gardens of Heligan 
– Focus on the Mud maid 
and Allotments 

Tudor Day – Design 
a Tudor House and 
King Henry VIII 
Quiz 

Reveal Alchemy 
Island Using Maps 
and artefacts from 
Island.  
PSHE – career day 
Eden takeover 

Meet Pestilence 
Medieval Dress up 
day  
PSHE – health nurse 
visit 
 

Planetarium  
 
Year 5 Camp 

Welcome to an ancient 

Egyptian tomb  

Make a mummy activity 

(Modroc)  
 

 


