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Welcome to Mount Charles ARB.
An information booklet for Parents, Children and Professionals.
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Mrs Claire Bunting 
Headteacher

Mount Charles ARB Team
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The Area Resource Base

What is it?

The Area Resource Base is a class which offers specific provision for those children with an Educational Health Care Plan of additional learning and complex needs.  The class has 10 full-time places that are granted by referral from the Local Education Authority.  
What does it offer?

We offer a very specific child lead life skills based curriculum based upon specific targets from their EHCP and curricular targets at each individual level. For that reason, no child’s learning plan will ever look the same as any other child in the ARB as they are all unique and individual. 

We will have a topic each term but your child’s timetable and curriculum plan may vary according to their own specific needs. The level at which they access this topic will depend on their level of development as an individual and we will endeavour to work with their individual interests as much as possible in order to make their learning more meaningful.
The curriculum is split into 4 different levels depending on your child’s level of development or academic ability. 

•
Formal (Working at National Curriculum levels Year 1 or above in cognitive ability not age)
•
Semi Formal (Working on the P scales between P4 – P8) 

•
Pre Formal (Working on a sensory based curriculum between P1 – P3) 

•
EYFS (Early Years Foundation Stage profile children – generally of Reception class age and    sometimes into Year 1)
How they access their specific curriculum will depend of their individual needs. This will be very carefully planned for in response to an ongoing assess, plan, do, review cycle that will ensure that what your child is learning is always at the right level for them. 

Children learn individually, in pairs and small groups and occasionally as a whole class. This is managed on a needs lead system and will always be what is right, at that time, for each individual child. Our classroom set up allows for designated areas for activities and specific children and this will be adapted to suit each new arrival. 

Jess is responsible for management of the classroom unless she is attending a meeting whereby Jodie will stand in as a Higher Level Teaching Assistant.                                                                                                            
How does it work?
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The Resource Base has a Specialist Teacher/Manager  and Teaching Assistants to help support the children in their learning, development and all round growth as an individual. This will combine a range of approaches that are suitable for each individual child as well as Inclusion with their link class peers if relevant and appropriate.  
A link class is a corresponding year group which a child is a part of for lessons which are deemed appropriate, depending on the needs of that child.  Inclusion involves, when relevant and appropriate, enabling all children to participate in the mainstream setting, and consequently an inclusive timetable may be different for each child. 
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For example, one child may join his/her link class for Music and P.E., whilst another could join ICT or small group access with link class buddies.

We try to engage in break, lunch and assembly with the main school wherever possible. 
Each child will have a Key Worker. They will be on hand to answer any queries or questions you may have and will take the time to liase with you as well as making sure the whole team are following up any parental or professional advice given appropriately. This role aim’s to make the home school links much easier and to ensure, with such a busy staff team, that you feel there is always someone there to talk to when you need it. 

How is it managed?
The ARB teacher/Manager has responsibility for planning the learning opportunities for children in the class.  This is done in liaison with outside agencies and mainstream class teachers. It will take account of care plans and any EHCP goals the child may have.  

As well as managing pupils everyday needs the teacher will prepare Learning Plans for each child. These will encompass small step goals relating to their EHCP targets and will mirror advice from a range of outside agencies; such as Speech and Language Therapists, Occupational Therapists, Paediatricians, Social workers and Child and Family service members. Learning Plans are reviewed termly between the ARB teacher and Key Adults for each child. They will then be shared with you so that you are able to see progress and comment on anything you would like changing/amending. 
Outside Agencies visit the children in the ARB regularly to gain updates on the children. This ensures an approach built on team work and mutual agreement about what is right for your child. If someone is coming in to see your child you will always be notified either before or straight after by the professional visiting or the school.  

Routines and times of the school day.
The school day starts at 8.30am. The children can enter the school building via the main school entrance. Registration starts at 8.45am. 
We have snack all together at between 10am and 10.15. Please provide your child with a healthy drink (water preferred but we are very accepting of alternatives due to sensory needs) and snack. School provides fresh fruit for snack. 
The children have their lunch at 11.55am till 1pm. This will either be in the Hall or sometimes in the classroom for those children who find the hall a challenge. Your child can bring their own packed lunch or have a school dinner. The children join their Key stages for lunchtime play, where possible. 

The ARB children finish at 2.45pm. Children may be picked up via the ARB’s main entrance. 

If you are delayed, please do not worry, try and contact the school. We will make sure that your child stays with the class teacher until someone arrives. 

If you have any problems or concerns about your child please do not hesitate in contacting me.

Jess Carew ARB Teacher/Manager.
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