
 

 

 

 

 

Autumn Term 2025 Newsletter 3 

Friday 28th November 2025 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

It has been a wonderfully busy term already, filled with excitement, learning, and      
memorable experiences for our children. From KS1 Pirate Days to our whole-school disco, 
it’s been brilliant to see so many smiles and so much enthusiasm. We also marked Odd 
Socks Day to highlight the importance of Anti-Bullying Week, raised money for Children in 
Need, and enjoyed an inspiring visit from Ben Harding, the creator of Winning with   
Numbers. 

As we step into December, the busiest and most magical time of the school year, we have even more 
planned! 

 Upcoming Events in December 

Monday 2nd December 

• Year 1 and Year 2 Church Visit Children will be visiting the local church to learn more about the     
meaning and traditions of Christingle. 

Tuesday 3rd December 

• Reception Trip to Bodmin Railway Santa Train Reception will be joining other CELT schools for a 
festive and educational adventure on the railway.  

 

PTA Festive Fun  

The PTA is in full festive spirit! 

• Christmas Crafts – KS1 4th & KS2 18th December—please book a place on ParentPay 

• Christmas Fair – Thursday 12th December Back by popular demand, the Grotto returns 
for its second year—bigger, brighter, and more magical than ever! Father Christmas 
himself will be  joining us, ready to meet the children. 

Community Christmas Events 

Monday 9th December 

• Welcome the Christmas Tree Families are warmly invited to join the choir as we welcome the      
Christmas tree to school. 

Tuesday 10th December 

• Christmas Jumper Day & Christmas Dinner 
Get your festive jumpers ready for this joyful double celebration  



 

 KS2 Christmas Concerts at St Augustine Church 

We are excited to announce that KS2 will perform their Christmas concerts in the beautiful setting of St 
Augustine Church. 

• Years 3 & 5 – Wednesday 11th December 

• Years 4 & 6 – Wednesday 18th December 

 

 Christmas Performances 

No Christmas season in school would be complete without nativity magic—and this year we have two 
special performances: 

• KS1 Nativity: “Knock, Knock – The Nativity” 

 15th & 16th December 

• EYFS Performance: “A Warm and Fuzzy Christmas Story” 

 17th December 

 

We look forward to sharing this joyful and festive month with all our children and families. Thank you, 
as always, for your continued support in making our school a vibrant and happy community. 

Warm wishes, 

Mrs Simpson  



 



 
 

 

To support Children in Need, the children came dressed wearing something yellow or wearing Children 
in Need  merchandise .They also had the opportunity to enter the  Pudsey colouring  competition. The 
school councillors had a tough job of selecting the winner! They were very impressed with the standard 
of pictures created this year.  

The winner for KS1 is Ottillie in Angelfish. The runners up are William  and Winter in Starfish. The    
winner for KS2 is Henry in Manta Ray. The runners up are Harriet in Sea Turtles and Pearl C in Manta 
Ray.  

So far we have raised £187. If you have not yet donated to Children in Need, it is not too late, please 

make your payment on ParentPay. Thank you for supporting this amazing cause.   



 
 
 
 
 

Remembrance at Our School and Its Link to British Values 

Our school community came together to mark Remembrance, a special time each year when we 
pause to honour the men and women who have served, and continue to serve, in the armed forces. 
Our Remembrance events help us think about the courage, dedication, and sacrifices made to protect 
our freedoms. 

Across the school, children took part in  activities to deepen their understanding. Classes created a 
poppy wreath and silhouette artwork. They listened to stories and poems, and learned about the     
history of the poppy as a symbol of remembrance. On Friday, the whole school gathered for a 
thoughtful assembly, where children reflected on what peace means to them. On the 11th November 
at 11 o’clock, everyone observed a quiet two-minute silence together. It was a moment of stillness 
and respect, showing how even young children can engage meaningfully with Remembrance in a calm 
and reflective way. 

Remembrance is strongly connected to British Values, which form an important part of our curriculum 
and school ethos. The value of Respect is at the heart of our commemorations, as we show gratitude 
to those who have served and to everyone who works to keep our country safe. Democracy and The 
Rule of Law are also central: we remember the people who defended these principles and helped    
ensure we live in a society where everyone has a voice and our rights are protected. 

Finally, Remembrance encourages us to think about Tolerance and Mutual Understanding, reminding 
us that peace is built when people work together and support one another. 

Our Remembrance activities not only help children learn about an important part of British history, 
but also strengthen the values that guide us as a school and as members of our community. 

 



 

 

 

Safeguarding and Wellbeing at Mount Charles School 

At Mount Charles School, the safety, wellbeing, and happiness of every child are at the heart of            
everything we do. We are committed to providing a secure, nurturing environment where all children 
can flourish and reach their full potential. 

We value the strong partnership we have with our parents and carers and kindly ask that you continue 
to work closely with us to maintain this safe and supportive atmosphere. If you ever have concerns 
about your child’s safety or wellbeing, please do not hesitate to get in touch. You can speak directly 
with a member of our Safeguarding Team or email us at  DSL@mcs.celtrust.org. All concerns are taken  
seriously and handled with care and confidentiality. 

As Christmas approaches, we understand that this time of year can bring additional pressures,            
particularly with the ongoing cost-of-living challenges. If you are finding things difficult or need support, 
please contact Miss Kevill or Mrs Hann — we are here to help. 

 

Finally, we know that many families, especially those with children in Year 6, may be considering          
purchasing a mobile phone for their child. Internet Matters provides a range of helpful guidance on  
keeping children safe online, including step-by-step instructions for setting up parental controls,         
managing screen time, and ensuring access to age-appropriate content.  

You can find their advice here: 

Keep Children Safe Online: Information, advice, support - Internet Matters 

 

           

          The Salvation Army Christmas Toy Appeal 2025 

 

This Christmas, Mount Charles School is proud to be a part of The Salvation Army’s Toy Appeal –     

helping to bring joy to children, teenagers, and older people who may be facing hardship during the 

festive season. 

We are an official Toy Drop-Off Point, and welcome donations of: 

• New toys 

• Toiletries 

• Gifts for all ages 

Gift vouchers 

You can also find local donation points or access an Amazon Wishlist via the Salvation Army’s web-

site or by contacting your local branch directly. 

 If Christmas is a time of worry for your family, please know you’re not alone. Miss Kevill and Mrs 

Hann are here to support you—get in touch in confidence via DSL@msc.celtrust.org. 

Let’s work together to make this Christmas a little brighter for everyone.   

mailto:DSL@mcs.celtrust.org
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.internetmatters.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Csnield%40mcs.celtrust.org%7C99163a50077a44d835f308de284ad860%7C724c0a5749814d1c8f7a17e33a23eff3%7C0%7C0%7C638992499362489723%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8ey
mailto:DSL@msc.celtrust.org


 



 

 

 

 

 

Celebrating Attendance Success – Thank You! 

We are delighted to share that Mount Charles has achieved 1st place in both overall attendance and 
persistent absence reduction across similar schools in the latest DfE comparative report. This        
outstanding achievement reflects the hard work and commitment of our learners, our school and 
most importantly, our community.  

Thank you! 

A Quick Introduction To Our Attendance Team  

Kayleigh Taylor – School Attendance Officer  

Kayleigh is here to help with any attendance queries, offer advice, and support families in overcoming 
barriers to regular attendance. If you need any assistance or have questions, please contact the 
school office. We’ll respond promptly, and if additional support is required, Kayleigh will ensure    
everything is arranged for you. 

Hannah Blizzard – Assistant Head & Attendance Lead 

Hannah works closely with families and colleagues to ensure our attendance policy is applied fairly 
and consistently, promoting positive routines and engagement. 

Friendly reminders from our Attendance Policy 

• Aim for every day in school. Every lesson counts. 

• If your child is unwell or unable to attend, please contact us promptly EVERY DAY of absence. 

• If a child arrives more than 30 minutes late, they will be marked as late, which may affect their 
attendance record. Regular lateness can make it harder for children to keep up with learning, we    
appreciate your help in getting them to school on time. 

• We’re here to support. Please reach out early if you need help with routines or challenges. We 
believe in working closely with families as our first priority. 

Together, we can keep building on this success and give every child the best chance to thrive.  



  

 

 

Monday 3rd November – Year 6 Dance Festival at Poltair 

A group of Year 6 pupils visited Poltair to take part in a Dance Festival, where they learned a new       
routine led by teachers from the Studio for Dance. The children thoroughly enjoyed meeting new people 
and developing their dance skills. Well done to everyone who took part! 

Monday 10th November Year 3 and 4 Dance Festival  
Pupils from Years 3 and 4 also had the opportunity to attend a Dance     
Festival at Poltair. They took part in an energetic workshop, learning a   
routine with support from Studio for Dance teachers. The children had a   
wonderful time and represented the school brilliantly. Well done all! 

Monday 17th November – Year 2 Dance Festival 

Year 2 pupils travelled to Poltair for their Dance Festival, where they learned choreography taught by 
teachers from the Studio for Dance. The children enjoyed the experience and loved showcasing their 
new moves. A great effort by everyone involved! 

 

Tuesday 26th November ESFA Mid Cornwall Qualifier  

On Tuesday, our Year 5 and 6 football team travelled to Nanphysick for the ESFA Mid Cornwall Qualifier. 
The team put in a fantastic performance, winning three matches and drawing one, securing their place 
in the County Finals in Penryn this Friday. This is the first time in many years that the school has reached 
the County Finals, and Mr. Yelland is incredibly proud of the players. Well done, everyone, and best of 
luck for Friday!  

 

Wednesday 19th November – Year 5 and 6 Girls ESFA Football Tournament at 
St Mewan  

Our Year 5 and 6 girls’ football team took part in the ESFA Football Tournament 
at St Mewan, competing against schools from across Cornwall. Despite challeng-
ing weather conditions, the team played five competitive matches against      
Biscovey, Bishop Cornish (Saltash), Mount Hawke, Sandy Hill, and St Mewan, 
and showed fantastic determination throughout. Mr Yelland was extremely 
proud of their teamwork and resilience. Well done to the whole team! 



 

 

 

 

 

For Remembrance Day this year, the children participated in a moment of silence together to              

remember and say thank you to all the brave soldiers that helped keep us safe so long ago. The         

children used paint and apple halves to print red poppies onto card and decorated their very own    

poppy biscuits. The children really enjoyed learning about the past.  

Seahorse class made a class handprint poppy wreath to commemorate remembrance day. The children 
enjoyed painting poppies and creating their own poppy artwork pictures.  

Each Key Stage 1 pupil decorated a poppy, developing their fine motor skills through cutting,  
scrunching, and gluing tissue paper. The completed poppies were assembled into a wreath to       
commemorate Remembrance Day.  



 

Year 3 marked Remembrance Day by creating beautiful silhouette artwork inspired by the themes of 
peace and remembrance. The children also took part in thoughtful discussions about why we         
celebrate this day and what we remember. They said, "We remember the brave soldiers who fought 
for us so we can have a better life now." 

Year 4 explored the history of Remembrance and why Remembrance Sunday holds such importance 
today. They looked at how and why people pause to reflect on those who served and sacrificed, and 
discussed symbols such as the poppy and the two-minute silence. 

Using a shared word bank, the children then created their own acrostic poems using the word       
Remember. They chose powerful vocabulary, thought carefully about tone, and worked hard to    
express respect and understanding through their writing. 

Year 5 marked Remembrance Day by learning about the poppy and its significance at this time of 
year. The children read poems by World War One poets and thought about the words and phrases 
they used. They then drew their own poppies and added their thoughts about remembrance to their 
artwork. 



   

At the end of October, the children at Mount Charles ARB spent an amazing week at Pencalenick 

School. They had the opportunity to participate in forest school, music activities and use the go karts 

and climbing equipment. By the end of the week the children were exhausted after having the chance 

to spend so much time outside, but all agreed that they'd had a great week. For Children in Need the 

children made cakes and decorated biscuits  

Evacuee Day 

The children were able to have two days dressed up as World War Two evacuees as part of our 'A 
child's War' topic. They learnt about why children were evacuated and the different places they were 
evacuated from and too. They also placed key information regarding the causes of and build up to 
World War Two on a time-line. Learning about the Treaty of Versaille and appeasement and their 
roles in the war. 

The children completed a walk to St. Austell station and heard first hand accounts of evacuation and 
the war written by people from the St. Austell area. Learning that a train with evacuees on was almost 
bombed, due to being mistaken for one carrying troops. There was also an air raid during the day and 
children took shelter under tables! 

Remembrance 

After listening to extracts from some inspiring World War One poetry and discussing there key        
features, the children chose a key word or words as inspiration to create a poem dedicated to the 
ethos of remembrance - 'Lest we forget.' 



 

  
 

 

 

Yr1/2— Harley, Theodore, Winter, Eden, William, 

Tommy, James, Layla 

Yr 3– Charlotte, Valerie, Lucy, Mia, Rafa, Beril,  

Yr4– Ted, Eveleyn, Leo 

Yr5– Freddie N, Logan L, Alex O, Collins, Floyd,  

Daniel 

Yr6– Theo F, Leo, Klea, Misha, Elliot, Sophie 

 

Our attendance trophy was won by:  

7th Sunfish 99.7%         28th  Sunfish 95.7 

14th Sunfish 98.8% 

21st Manta Ray 98.3% 

Celebrating our British Values Champions : 

Year 1/2: Tommy, James W, James K, Izabelle, Isabella, Finlay 

Year 3: Adelaide, Filip, Eliza, Emily 

Year 4: Maizie, Jaxon 

Year 5: Ava, Amelia, Brynley, Arrietty 

Year 6: Brooklyn, Ruby, Lily, Jasmine C, Riley O 



 

Winter Coat Appeal 
Do you have any children’s coats that have been outgrown? 

 

 

As the weather turns colder, we’re hoping to support families in our school community who may need 
a little extra help this season. If you have any good-quality children’s coats that no longer fit, we would 
be incredibly grateful for your donations. 

All sizes welcome Donations can be dropped off at the school office. 

Thank you, as always, for your kindness and generosity. Our community spirit is what makes our 
school so special.  

Flu Clinics 

For those who have missed their nasal flu vaccine, Kernow Health will be running flu clinics at various 
locations across Cornwall in early/mid-December, by appointment only. Please contact Kernow Health 
for more details 01872 221105 or email kernowhealthcic.schoolimmunisations@nhs.net  

  



 

 
Autumn term 2 2025:     Monday 3rd November 2025 - Friday 19th December 2025  
Spring term 1 2026:        Monday 5th January 2026 - Friday 13th February 2026 
Spring term 2 2026:        Monday 23rd February 2026 - Thursday 2nd April 2026 
Summer term 1 2026:    Monday 20th April 2026 - Friday 22nd May 2026 
Summer term 2 2026:    Monday 1st June 2026 - Friday 24th July 2026 
INSET DAYs:  Friday 17th October and Friday 3rd July  

  

 

 
 January 

5th Return to school 

7th Year 5 Space Dome Visit 

12th Year 5, Group 1, swimming week 

19th Year 5, Group 2, swimming week 

28th NCMP Weights & measurements     

Reception & Year 6 

Residential / Activity Day  

Year 3 BF Adventure  26th June 

Year 4 Porthpean 30th April—1st May 

Year 5 Okehampton 25th—27th March  

Year 6 London 15th—17th June 

 

2026—2027 term dates  

have now been published! Please see our website 

for the information. 

December 

2nd KS1 Christingle 

3rd Reception Bodmin Railway Santa Train 

4th KS1 PTA Christmas Craft session 3pm 

5th PTA Non-uniform day (bring a Rainbow 

Raffle item for the Christmas Fayre) 

9th Welcoming the Christmas Tree 

10th Christmas Jumper & Lunch Day 

11th Christmas Performance, Yr3&5, 1:30pm 

12th PTA Christmas Fayre 

15th KS1 Christmas Performance, 2pm 

16th KS1 Christmas Performance, 2pm 

17th EYFS Christmas Performance, 2pm 

18th KS2 PTA Christmas Craft session 3pm 

 Christmas Performance, Yr 4 & 6, 1:30pm 

19th Last day of autumn term 3pm finish 

Christmas at Mount Charles December 2025  

4th   KS1 PTA Christmas Craft Session 3pm 

5th   Non-Uniform Day—bring a rainbow raffle item for Christmas Fayre 

9th   Welcoming the Christmas Tree 

10th  Christmas Jumper Day & Christmas Lunch 

11th Yr 3 & Yr 5 Christmas Performance 1.30-2.30pm St Augustine’s 

Church  

12th  PTA Christmas Fayre 

15th & 16th KS1 Christmas Performance 2pm 

17th  EYFS Reception & Nursery Christmas Performance 2pm 

18th  KS2 PTA Christmas Craft Session 3pm 

18th Yr 4 & Yr 6  Christmas Performance 1.30-2.30pm St Augustine’s Church 



 



 



 



 

 ST AUSTELL FESTIVAL OF CHILDREN'S LITERATURE WRITING COMPETITION 

The St Austell Festival of Children's Literature is launching an exciting writing         
competition for children under 12s! 

WIN A FAMILY TICKET TO THE WHITE RIVER CINEMA 

Children are invited to write a movie idea in just 100 words or less. The winning entry 
will receive a family ticket to the White River Cinema to see the film "Maybe Not: A 
Squirrel's Story." 

EXPERT JUDGING PANEL 

Our expert panel includes actress Jill Greenacre, who will select the winner and      
announce the winning entry on the day of the festival. 

SHORTLISTED ENTRIES READING 

The ten shortlisted entries will be read out by Jill on the Saturday of the Festival at 
1pm, ahead of the Matilda The Musical screening. 

HOW TO ENTER 

Email your Movie Idea to: info@austellfestivalchildrensliterature.com or drop it into 
the cinema. 

Competition is open to under 12s. Submissions close on Thursday 27th November at 
5pm. Please ensure your name, age, and contact details are included on your         
submission. 

Don't miss this wonderful opportunity to spark your child's creativity and love of   
storytelling! 

 

mailto:info@austellfestivalchildrensliterature.com


 



 



 



 

Bookings now LIVE for Christmas! 
Christmas activities are now live for bookings! We are proud to be offering a wide range of 

activities across the county for children and families.  

To find out more, head to our website linked below. 

The programme is open to all children, with fully funded places available for those receiving 

benefits related free school meals. 

Time2Move Christmas Holiday Programme!  

 

Children eligible for benefits related Free School Meals can access the activities free of 

charge. Simply search for your unique code by clicking the link below and enter it on 

the Playwaze website when booking. 

Get your unique booking code here!  

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Factivecornwall.us6.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D5e31b89c20dd4b21d95aebad6%26id%3D7af7090003%26e%3Daf1901dadc&data=05%7C02%7Cmountcharlesenquiries%40mcs.celtrust.org%7C8242f7a73a664ed47
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Factivecornwall.us6.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D5e31b89c20dd4b21d95aebad6%26id%3D3edf4aada0%26e%3Db7ab8d62d1&data=05%7C02%7Csnield%40mcs.celtrust.org%7Ca512c710ea0e43a5e26808de2cd36a19



