Autumn Term 2025 Newsletter 1
Friday 26th September 2025

MOUNT CHARLES SCHOOL
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Dear Parents and Carers,

We have had such a fantastic start to the term, and are excited about all that
the year ahead will bring. The children have settled back into school brilliantly,
and there is already a wonderful sense of energy and enthusiasm across the
classrooms and playgrounds.

Our new Head Pupil Team have stepped into their roles with confidence and are
especially enjoying the responsibility of reading out our Celebrating Success certificates in
assemblies. Meanwhile, our brand-new School Council, supported by Mrs. Boynton, are
sharing their ideas on how we can continue to improve our school. They are even
helping to choose exciting new playground equipment — a big thank you to our amazing
PTA for making this possible!

The Eco Council have also been busy with Miss Bray, looking into ways we can save
energy, care for the environment, and do our bit to protect the planet.

As part of our Trust-wide commitment, we are further developing our teaching and
learning strategies to ensure every child receives an Exceptional Educational Experience.
We truly believe that 100% of learners deserve nothing less.

This term, our focus is CONNECT. Each day begins with a warm welcome, setting a
positive tone that helps children feel ready to learn and connected to their school
community. We want every child to feel that they belong, that they are successful, and
that they are fully included.

Children are really enjoying being part of their sea creature classes, exploring their
chosen creature and taking pride in belonging to something bigger — united as a team.
Our House Points system is also growing, reinforcing that every child is valued, that
anything is possible, and that we succeed together.




If you have any questions or concerns, please follow this order of communication so
that we can support you as effectively as possible:

e First, speak to your child’s class teacher.

e If you feel it needs to go further, please contact the Phase Leads:
o Nursery & Reception: Miss Bray

o Years1 & 2: Mrs Copeland

o Years 3 & 4: Miss Blizzard

o Years 5 & 6: Mrs Wiltshire

o After this, concerns can be discussed with one of our Assistant Heads: Mr Dingle, Mrs
Wiltshire, or Miss Blizzard.

o Finally, if further support is needed, please contact Mrs Simpson.

Safeguarding, pastoral, and behaviour concerns should always be directed to Miss
Kevill, Mrs Hann, or Mr Collins for specialist support and advice.

SEND advice - in the first instance speak to the class teacher for further advice please
contact the CELT SEND Team - primarysend@celtrust.org

It has been a joyful start to the year, and we look forward to sharing more successes
with you as the term unfolds. Thank you, as always, for your support.

Mrs Simpson



mailto:primarysend@celtrust.org
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As a school we will be taking part in Hello Yellow to support Young Minds. The children
will be invited to wear yellow or something yellow with their school unform to raise
awareness of Mental Health Day. Mrs Waugh will be holding an assembly that week
and the children will complete a short activity.

Mount Charles will join thousands of individuals, schools and communities across the
country to raise money and show young people that they're not alone with their
mental health.

Right now, more than 1 in 4 young people have a probable mental health condition.
Many aren't getting the help they need, when they need it. Some don’t even know
where to turn, who to talk to, or if anyone else feels the same. But we can change this.
By wearing yellow on World Mental Health Day (10 October), and donating what you
can, you can show young people that they are not alone and that things can get better.

Wear it loud. Wear it proud. Because we stand brighter, together.

We are asking that our families donate what they can to this amazing cause.
Please click on the link below to take you to our fundraising page.

https://fundraise.vyoungminds. org. uk/ 1

Many thanks for your support, as always.



https://fundraise.youngminds.org.uk/fundraisers/emmawaugh

This week we have been thinking about the values ‘Mutual Respect and Tolerance’ and the MCS way
‘Ready, Respectful, safe’. It was International gratitude day this week, so after a whole school
assembly, we are all trying to make an effort to be grateful for what we have. In our classes, we are
showing respect by saying please and thank you and being grateful for the support of our grown ups

and friends.

In PHSE this week, we have been discussing how best we learn- some when it’s quiet, some when
they have time to talk to a partner. We have also thought about the children’s responsibilities in

making sure that this can happen to support everyone’s right to learn.
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We are ready, respectful and safe
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At Mount Charles School, the safety, well-being, and happiness of every child is at the heart of everything
we do. We are committed to creating a secure and nurturing environment where all children can thrive.

We kindly ask that parents and carers continue to work closely with us to help maintain this safe and
supportive atmosphere. If you ever have any concerns about your child’s safety or well-being, please do
not hesitate to contact us. You can ask to speak to a member of the safeguarding team directly, or email
us at DSL@mcs.celtrust.org. All concerns are taken seriously and handled with care and confidentiality.

A Polite Reminder About Mobile Phone Use on Site

To support our safeguarding policies, we kindly remind all parents and visitors that mobile phones should
not be used while on school grounds. If you are seen using your phone, staff may politely ask you to put it
away. Thank you for your understanding and support in keeping our school community safe.

Changes to Collection for Year 3
Starting Monday 29th September, Year 3 children will now be collected from their class teacher at the
middle gate.

If you are collecting children from different year groups, please collect your youngest child first. Each
child will remain safely with their class teacher at their allocated gate until collected. If this arrangement
is not suitable for your family, please contact the school office so we can support you with an alternative
plan.

Late Arrivals

If your child arrives after 8:35am, please ensure they are accompanied to the school office by the adult
dropping them off. This helps us ensure that every child is safely signed in and ready for the day ahead.

Thank you for your continued support in helping us provide a safe, happy, and welcoming environment
for all.

Miss R Kevill
Operational Designated Safeguarding Lead (Operational DSL)

Trauma Informed School Practitioner



mailto:DSL@mcs.celtrust.org
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At Mount Charles, we love seeing our pupils walk through the gates each morning, ready to learn and
grow. Arriving on time isn’t just about being punctual. When children arrive on time, they start the day with their
friends and are prepared to begin the day’s learning.

The first hour of school is a golden time for learning. It’s when we teach core subjects like reading and writing.
When children are here on time, they’re part of that exciting start and ready to shine.

Here’s why a timely arrival makes a big difference:
e _ [|Bbosts learning: Children don’t miss key instructions or activities
o fl I$hipports wellbeing: A calm start helps reduce stress and anxiety

e W [Strengthens friendships: Being part of morning routines builds social bonds

So far this school year, over 80 hours of learning have been missed due to lateness. That’s a significant amount of
valuable teaching time, especially when it happens during the most important part of the day.

We know mornings can be busy, and we appreciate every effort families make to get here on time. If you’re ever
finding mornings tricky, please remember that we’re here to help. Our colleagues are always happy to support
families in making the start of the day as smooth and positive as possible.

Thank you for your continued support. It helps us to create a positive, focused environment where every child can

ATTENDANCE
MATTERS

Lost minutes = Lost learning 19
days lost
each year!
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minutes late minutes late minutes late minutes late minutes late

per day per day per day per day per day

4. EVERY

SCHOOL DAY
COUNTS!

Every school day counts BUT every minute is equally important!




NIE B el T
SEORT

Year 5 and 6 Dodgeball Event at Poltair— A group of children from Years 5 and 6 attended the first
Dodgeball event at Poltair School. The children really enjoyed themselves and learnt new skills and
applied these into some small, sided games.

Monday 8" September

Monday 15" September

Year 3 and 4 Dodgeball Event at Poltair— A group of children from Years 3 and 4 took part in the
Dodgeball event at Poltair School. The children were all amazing and made some new friendships,
whilst learning new skills. They then applied these skills in small-sided games.

Monday 22" September

Year 1 and 2 Dodgeball Event at Poltair— A group of our Year 1 & 2 children attended their Dodgeball
event at Poltair School. For some of those attending it was their first ever time representing the
school and they all did amazing. They made some new friendships and enjoyed learning new skills and
playing small Dodgeball games with other schools.
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Sea Shell nursery class have had a wonderful start to the new academic year! They have started
building new friendships and are exploring their classroom with growing confidence. Notably, the
children enjoyed their first cooking session where they made icing sugar and decorated biscuits.

Reception class have had a wonderful start to school life and have been busy making friends and
exploring their new school. They have enjoyed a tour of the school and have been immersing
themselves into their busy learning opportunities.
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Starfish, Angelfish and Jellyfish had an amazing day at Porthpean beach in the glorious sunshine. They
loved exploring the rockpools and finding crabs, winkles, sea anemones and even a few blenny fish!
The children could see first hand the microhabitats that they have been learning about in science and
they also put their geography learning to the test when they went on a hunt for human and physical
features in the Porthpean environment. They loved making sand castles too using the natural
materials to build, create and collaborate with our partners.
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Year 3 have had great fun learning all about the human skeleton. They had a visit from Mr Skelly who
helped us to name some of the bones in our body such as the femur, radius and cranium. They have
explored x-ray images of humans and other animals and used this to help them understand that the
skeleton is important in helping us move and in protecting some of our vital organs. The children have

also received some incredible skeleton home learning which they have enjoyed sharing with the class.
Keep up the great work Year 3!

Year 4 have been very lucky to have welcomed award-winning children's author, Clare Helen Walsh to
Mount Charles. Not only has Clare been doing activities and assemblies with pupils across CELT

throughout the week, she's also been writing her next book - perhaps Clare's even taken inspiration
from her school visits?! We will have to wait to find out!

The Orcas and Dolphins are studying Tudor portraits in art. They have looked at portraits of the Tudor
Kings and Queens painted by Hans Holbein. The children will aim to paint a portrait using the Hans
Holbein style and look forward to sharing those with you. To begin, they have focused on sketching
using pencil, using paintings and online guides to help us. We hope you like them!
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As part of their Bloodheart topic, Year 6 had the opportunity to dissect pig hearts. This practical activity
gave the children a close-up look at the heart’s chambers, valves and blood vessels, helping them to
deepen their understanding of the circulatory system. It was a fantastic way to connect their classroom
learning with real-life science. The pupils showed curiosity and maturity throughout, making it a
memorable part of their topic.

We have welcomed some new children to our setting and so have been spending the first few weeks
finding out about each other and completing activities together. We have learnt that we all have
different likes and dislikes and have enjoyed sharing the book 'l Like Bees, but | don't Like Honey'. We
have talked about things we like and dislike and have been finding out what toppings we like on our
pizzas. We're going to finish by making our own pizzas.
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Yr1l/2— Gracie, Ellen ,Reuben, Maia, Stefan, Isaac,
Pearl, Tomas, Bodhi

Yr3— Ella, Toby, Jack, Cerys, Obayemi, Quinton
Yr4- Leilah-Rose, Shelby
Yr5— Hettie, Mason, Arrietty, Theia

Yr6— Alex, Mia, Lilymarie, Sennen

Our attendance trophy was won by:

12th Orca 99.1%

19th starfish & seals 99.2jP@rfect
26th Seals 99.2% Attendan

Celebrating our British Values Champions :

Year 1/2: Scarlett, Jacob, Eliza, Abigail, Leon, Bryan
Year 3: Clara, Quinton, Eliza, Tyler

Year 4: Ruan, Mazie

Year 5: Luyanda, Logan L, Mollie, Ethan

Year 6: Pearl M, Jaiden, Sam, Luisa




What should my child bring every day?

A named coat—the weather can be changeable
Water bottle

A fruit snack is provided for all KS1 children.

KS2 should bring a healthy snack - for example fruit, cereal bar, yogurt, houmous & veg sticks, cheese
& crackers.

School Lunches

We are still seeing a lot of children who have either not ordered school lunches or have had choices
made for them that they do not like. Please make sure that ALL school lunch orders are placed by
MIDNIGHT on the Sunday night. Lunches can be ordered right up to the October half term. Remember
lunches must also be ordered on ParentPay even if your child is entitled to infant or free school meals.
Any lunches NOT ordered may mean you will be asked to bring in a packed lunch.

Spring Summer
o MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY
WEEK ONE = ’\ Macaroni B8Q Chicken Pizza Roasted P cr 1gers or Salmon
% Cheese ‘with Salads Roast Potatoes & Gravy Chicken and Chickpea Fishcakes with Chips &
. Korma with Rice: Tomato Sauce
1% September e
nd i . Spaghetti and Cheese & Bean Pasty
22 September o tenfipasta ggfCritiwith Rice ‘q Roast o Meatessbals ‘with Chips & Tomato
13% October atatoes, & Gravy Sauce
of the Day of the Day the Doy of the Day the Day
Apple Summer Lemon Fruit Chocolate Pinwheel Strawbery Jelly
Hapjack Cake: Platter iscuit with
7 7 R wandoms
WEEK Twu Barbecue Chicken Pork Hot Dog with Roast Turkey. Stuffing. @ spaghetti " Breaded Fish with Chips
v withRice Wedges & Tomato Roast Potatoes, & Gravy Bolognaise &Tomato Sauce
. Sauce 7
8" September Cheese and Vegan Hot Dog with Vegetable Soya Roast, NEW Chefs Special Cheese and Tomato
29" September Tomolobu /- o gy Wedger Stuffing, Roost Pofatoes Chickpea Cumy Quiche with Chips
20% October ‘with Salads Tomato Sauce o scow with Rice
of the Doy the Day the Day. the Doy ine Day
Iced Varilla Spongs NEW Strawberry and Frashly Chopped Peaches and Vvarnila
Apple Crumble with Fruit Salad Ice Cream Shortbread
. w7
NEW Green Thoi Roast Gammon, Fishfingers
Beef Burger with Potato Chicken Curry Stuffing. Roast Potatoes NEW Greek Macaroni and Chips
Wedges with Rice & Gravy Pastifsio with Greek
@ Salad and Tzatziki
Classic Vegan NEW Chefs Speciol Vegan Coflage Piewith  Spinach and Cheese Cheese and Red
Bolognoise. Five Bean Gravy Whirl with Rice, Greek Pepper Frifatta with
w w Joliof Rice " Salad ond Tzatziki Chips
Vegetables VegelcblesofneDay  Vegeiables of the Day ihe Day ofthe Day of the Day
Dessert Pear & Cocoa Upside Varilla Yoghurt with Fruit Mediey Marbie Sponge Oaty
awn Cake foppings (V) o cooke
MENU KEY -’ Added PlaniProfein  Wholemeal Ry Vegan @ Chef's Speciol u borgons

Avallable Dally: - i with Freshly pofotoes with a choice of filings. Bread

freshly baked on site daily- Daily salad selection and Fresh Fruit

not sk of al

caterlink

feeding theimagination

ParentPay

Every family should have a ParentPay log in. Our trips/lunches/PTA fundraising are all payable on
ParentPay. If you are struggling to access your account, please contact the office.

Contacting the school

Our enquiries email is monitored intermittently during the school hours, 08.00-15.30 Monday to
Friday. We aim to get back to you within 48 hours. If the matter is urgent, please call the school office
directly. If you have a problem you would like to discuss regarding your child, in the first instance,
please contact your class teacher at collection/drop off times or by calling/emailing the office.

Email: enquiries@mcs.celtrust.org Phone: 01726 73911




% 1st place: Abigail Siau
2nd place: Esmai Vivian

3rd place:  Darko Mataija

Most correct answers given over the last 14 days:

1st place: Brynley Gilbert
2nd place: Kasper Richards %

3rd place: Harley Foster

1st place: Collins Kelechi
2nd place:
3rd place:

" TOP THREE!

Biggest increase in number of minutes played in the last 14 days:

X> o B 1st place: Bryan Ikpechukwu Z}

2nd place: Mdeline Grant

3rd place:  Kian Kendall  -Brown

Biggest increase in correct answers in the last 14 days:

1st place: Bryan Ikpechukwu
2nd place: Kian Kendall -Brown

Z} 3rd place: Madeline Grant

Highest improvement in accuracy in the last 14 days:

1st place: Albie Dent
2nd place: Justin Harris

3rd place:  William Simpson




October

8th  Year 3 trip to The Museum Swimming Dates

8th Family Worker Drop in 8.45-10.00 w/c 10th Nov Year 6 swimming week
9th  Year 4 trip to Plymouth Aquarium w/c 17th Nov Year 6 swimming week

10th Hello Yellow—wear something yellow w/c 12th Jan Year 5 swimming week
14th Parent Consultation Evening w/c 19th Jan Year 5 swimming week
16th  Parent Consultation Evening w/c 2nd March Year 4 swimming week
17th INSET Day w/c 6th July Year 3 swimming week

20th —31st October half term break w/c 13th July Year 3 swimming week
November Residential / Activity Day

3rd Nasal Flu Clinic (more info to follow)

7th Reception 2026 Open Day 10am 1.30pm Y3 BF Adventure 26th June

12th  School Portrait photos Y4 Porthpean 30th April—1st May
14th Reception 2026 Open Day 10am 1.30pm Y5 Okehampton 25th — 27th March
21st Reception 2026 Open Day 10am 1.30pm Y6 London 15th — 17th June
28th Non Uniform Day

ﬁ«;- Chrlstmas at Mount Charles December 2025 :%
,55 4th KS1 PTA Christmas Craft Session :55
% 5th Non Uniform Day %
« o
ﬁ% 9th Welcoming the Christmas Day ﬁ%
::E 10th Christmas Jumper Day & Christmas Lunch ::E
::%: 12th PTA Christmas Fayre ::%:
E:é: 15th & 16th KS1 Christmas Performance E:é:
‘32 17th EYFS Reception & Nursery Christmas Performance :32
«:%: 18th KS2 PTA Christmas Craft Session - %‘:
%: KS2 Christmas Performance Date TBC :%:

3055 3

G
g* FEFEFFFFFFFFFFFFFFEFFFFFFEFF@@F@@@@@@@EfEFFEEFEeEaeEaay

:Autumn term 1 2025: Thursday 4th September 2025 - Thursday 16th October 2025
:Autumn term 2 2025: Monday 3rd November 2025 - Friday 19th December 2025
- Spring term 1 2026: Monday 5th January 2026 - Friday 13th February 2026 :

:Spring term 2 2026: Monday 23rd February 2026 - Thursday 2nd April 2026
§Summer term 12026: Monday 20th April 2026 - Friday 22nd May 2026
-Summer term 2 2026: Monday 1st June 2026 - Friday 24th July 2026

- INSET DAYs: Friday 17th October and Friday 3rd July
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Family Worker Drop In

Mount Charles School
Maorven Road, St Austell

These sessions will be run by the Restormel Early Help Team

Do you need some support and advice to understand your child’s needs and hehayiours?
Advice on positive parenting and how to keep your child safe?
Support with budgeting and debt advice?

To understand the importance of routines for your family?

We are running drop-in sessions with no appointment necessary on
the following mornings:

Wednesday 8™ October 8:45-10am
Wednesday 19" November 8:45-10am
Wednesday 21 January 2026 8:45-10am

Please sign in at the school Reception and you will be shown through to the meeting
room.

For more information please contact:
Email: Restormel Familyhubs@comwall.gov.uk
Call: 01872 324529

. CORNVVALL Tﬂgether V www.cornwall.gov.uk
%C{?HN?'E : for Families ®
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Open Days

For 2026 reception intake
Come along and meet our
children and staft.

Contact our school office to book a space

Friday 7th November - 10am & 1:30pm
Friday 14th November - 10am & 1:30pm
Friday 21st November - 10am & 1:30pm
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www.mount-charlessch.org | 01726 73911 | enquiries@mcs.celtrust.org

Morven Road, St Austell. PL25 4PP




We invite you to our

Open Evening

Thursday 2™ October 2025
5:00pm - 7:30pm

Discover what makes Poltair School a
special place to learn, grow and belong.

01726 874520 | www.poltairschool.co.uk | @PoltairSchool

POLTAIR
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WEDNESDAYS 16:45-17:45
FROMT7™ SEPTEMBER - 17" DECEMBER

NOT INCLUDING HALF TERM
OPEN TO YEAR 5 & 6 STUDENTS
TO SIGN UP PLEASE SCAN THEQR
CODE OR CLICK ON THE LI

e
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A free breakfast club, museum activity and visit C O RNWA |l

for families of any age during school holidays. In M U S F a
partnership with Healthy Cornwall who support pr
with healthy eating advice for families. A

Lunch Edition!
Come make a healthy packed lunch! 1lam to 12:30pm

&,
y Healthy
Wednesday 29" October cormwaLL  Cornwall

Tuesday 23" December
cornwallmuseum.org

Spaces are free but booking is essential through the website. soomwall_museun

Supported uaing public funding by

0,
& Council of the ! :“" “ ARTS COUNCIL @
UK Govemment ISLES OF SCILLY PR £ Jrech bl “us | ENGLAND Heritage

5
RED PROSPERITY FUND




